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at leas\ one urging mechanism interposed between the sample block and the 
sample well tray, said urging mechanism configured to impart an urging force on the 
sample well tr£iy, 

whereinlsaid urging force urges the sample wells away from the openings in the 
sample block uroon removal of a pressing force imparted on the top of the sample well 
tray for pressinglthe sample wells into the openings of the sample block. 



2. (Anended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said urging mechanism is 



engageable witi' 



the sample well tray. 



3. (Amendeg) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said urging mechanism 
comprises a plurality erf spring devices. 

4. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein at least one of said spring 
devices is posiooned about an outer periphery of the sample block in a region outside of 
the openings intthe sample block. 

5. (Amended/The apparatus of claim 4, the sample block further comprising 
at least one receiving porfion for receiving a portion of said at least one spring device. 

6. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said at least one spring 
clevice comprises a coil spring. 




7. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the receiving portion 
comprises a cylindrical opening for accommodating a portion of the coil spring. 

8. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said plurality of spring 
devices are f)ositioned substantially symmetric around the periphery of the sample 
block. ^ 



sample well tray in 




1 0. (Ami^nded) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the urging mechanism 
comprises a plura ty of spring devices spaced around an outer periphery of a top 
surface of the sam Die block, said spring devices being accommodated in cylindrical 
openings in the sariple block, said spring devices engaging a bottom surface of the 

Drder to provide the urging force to disengage the sample well tray 
from the sample bicck upon opening of a cover for the apparatus, said cover configured 
to provide the press ng force on top of the sample well tray. 

1 1 . (Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a sample well 
tray holder for holdino^he satnple well tray, said sample well tray being movable relative 
to the sample well> 
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12. (An\en9red) Thy apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein said urging mechanism 
biases the sample)4iieiUfty holder away from the sample block to thereby urge the 
sample wells out/of the openings in the sample block upon removal of the pressing 
force which occfirs upon the opening of a cover for the sample well tray. 




13. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said urging mechanism 
comprises a plurality of spring devices. 

14. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein a portion of the spring 
devices are attached to the sample well tray holder. 

15. (Amended) Tne apparatus of claim 14, wherein the spring devices are 
positioned substantially uniformly around an opening for the sample well tray on the 
bottom of the sample well tray holder. 

16. (^meryaed) The apparatus of claim 15, comprising four of said spring 
devices. 

17. ^Amended) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein said spring devices 
comprise leaf springs. 

18. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the sample wells received 
by the sample block are sized to have a fluid volume in the range of 10 to 500//L. 
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40. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said pressing force is sufficient 
to counteract said urging force to retain the sample well tray against the sample block 
when said pressing Vorce is imparted. 



